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Water and Asphalt proposes a project of extended requalification for the territories of settlement dispersion
and diffusion; a project on a territorial scale and imagined in a context of economic, social, and
environmental crisis. To indicate its principal characteristics, the research study uses the term Project of
Isotropy. The metropolitan area of Venice, criss-crossed by dense networks of roads and waterways, is the
test case for imagining the concept. The Project of Isotropy is the acknowledgement of a territorial
specificity, a scenario to be investigated in its manifold consequences, and a design hypothesis that can be
concretely devised in terms of intervention regarding the water system, roads and public transport,
alternative mobility, forms of diffused welfare, innovative agriculture, and the decentralised production of
energy. The hypothesis is that new conditions now exist for re-devising the isotropic space in the
Metropolitan area of Venice. Biographie de l'auteur
Paola Viganò is an architect and urbanist and a Professor of Urbanism at IUAV University of Venice, and of
Urban Theory and Urban Design at EPFL in Lausanne. Bernardo Secchi is a Professor Emeritus at IUAV
University of Venice. He has been Dean of Politecnico Milano 1976-82 and has taught also at many
European schools of architecture. Lorenzo Fabian is an architect and urban planner, and a researcher in
Urbanism at IUAV University of Venice.
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