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In his new novel, Paulo Coelho, best-selling author of The Alchemist and Adultery, brings to life one of
history's most enigmatic women: Mata Hari. The story of her celebrated yet mysterious life as an
exotic dancer and courtesan, and her controversial execution as a spy during the First World War
unfolds as a fascinating first-person narrative of self-creation and bravery.
Her only crime was to be an independent woman: -I do not know if the future will remember me, but if it
should, may no one ever view me as a victim, but as someone who moved forward with courage, and paid the
price she had to pay.-

On the occasion of the centenary of Mata Hari's execution for espionage in 1917, Paulo Coelho reconsiders
her life and character in a fictional memoir. In a series of letters, written from prison on the eve of her death,
Mata Hari reflects on the choices she has made to always pursue her own truth--from her childhood in a
small Dutch town, to unhappy years as the wife of an alcoholic diplomat in Java, to her calculated and self-
fashioned rise to celebrity in Paris and across Europe as an exotic dancer and confidante to the most
powerful men of the time. Though there was little evidence to incriminate her, Mata Hari was unable to
escape persecution and prosecution by French military intelligence, and at the novel's end, Coelho re-creates
a final letter, written by Mata Hari's lawer, Edouard Clunet, that offers a captivating view of Europe at war
and the fatal price of suspicion.
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216 pages
About the Author
Uno de los escritores mas influyentes de nuestro tiempo, Paulo Coelho es el autor de varios best sellers
internaciones, incluyendo El alquimista, Aleph, Once minutos, y El manuscrito encontrado en Accra.
Traducido a ochenta idiomas, sus libros han vendio mas de 165 millones de copias en mas de 170 paises. Es
miembro de la Academia Brasilena de Letras, y fue galardonado con el Chevalier de l'Ordre National de la
Legion d'Honneur. En el 2007 fue nombrado Mensajero de la Paz por las Naciones Unidas.
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